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TEXAS, ALIVE WITH MUSIC! 
 

 
Paragon Brass Ensemble  Grades: K-5 
 
ABOUT THE PERFORMANCE: 
View the sweeping pageantry of Texas history through music. From early Spanish exploration and the first 
settlement by American frontiersmen to the Battle for Independence and the Civil War, music has given voice to 
the land of Texas. Listen and learn as Paragon Brass traces this epic saga with musical selections relating Texas’ 
journey from colonization to independent nation to the Lone Star State. 
 
TEKS (Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills):                                                         

 
 

Music Social 
Studies 
 

Lang. 
Arts 

Math Science The Students Will: 
* Relate music to history culture, and the world. 
* Demonstrate appropriate concert etiquette during live 
performances. 
* Create and interpret timelines. 
* Describe regions in which Native Americans lived and 
compare how various Native American communities 
governed themselves. 
* Summarize motivations for European exploration and 
settlement of Texas and the significant contributions of 
individuals in the founding of Texas. 
* Analyze causes, major events, effects of the Texas 
Revolution. 
* Explain events that led to the annexation of Texas to the 
U.S. 
* Compare geographic regions of Texas, including 
landforms, climate, vegetation. 
* Write literary texts, stories and poems that express their 
ideas and feelings about real or imagined people, events, 
and ideas. 
* Collect, organize, record and display data in charts and bar 
graphs. 
* Use mathematical processes to acquire and demonstrate 
mathematical understanding. 
* Demonstrate understanding of operations to solve 
problems. 
* Make informed choices in the use of natural resources 
and explore characteristics that make them useful in 
products. 
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STAAR (State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness): 

Writing Grade 4 
Grade 7 
 

Reporting Category 1 

Eng I 
Eng II 
Eng III 

Reporting Category 4 

Social 
Studies 

Grade 8 Reporting Category 1 
Reporting Category 2  

US 
History 

Reporting Category 1 
Reporting Category 2 

 

The Students Will: 
* Demonstrate an ability to compose a variety of written texts 
with a 
  clear, central idea; coherent organization; sufficient 
development;  
  and effective use of language and conventions. 
* Understand geographic and cultural influences on historical  
  Issues and events. 
* Demonstrate an understanding of issues and events in U.S.  
  history. 

 
 
 
Performance Vocabulary: 
Brass Instruments A musical wind instrument of brass or other metal with a cup-shaped mouthpiece, such 

as the trombone (slide), tuba (largest, deepest), 
French horn (large bell), trumpet( highest).  It is a "lip-vibrated instrument." 

Melody A sweet sequence of sounds; tune. 
Harmony The combination of simultaneously sounded musical notes to produce chords that have a 

pleasing effect. 
Round A song sung in unison with musicians and singers joining at different times (like "Row, Row, 

Row Your Boat"). 
Rhythm A strong, regular, repeated pattern of movement or sound. 
Ensemble A group of musicians, actors, or dancers who perform together. 
Revolution The overthrow of one government and its replacement with another. 
Independence Liberty; freedom. 
Constitution A document that outlines the system of laws and principles of a government. 
 
Academic Vocabulary: 
Colony People living in a new territory but retaining ties with the parent state. A territory or region 

controlled by a different country.  
Colonist A person who settles in a new country.  
Empresario A person who has been granted the right to settle on Mexican land in exchange for 

recruiting and taking responsibility for new settlers; a land agent. 
Texas Revolution The military conflict between Mexico and Texas settlers which resulted in the 

establishment of the Republic of Texas. The Texas Revolution began with the Battle of 
Gonzales in October 1835 and ended with the Battle of San Jacinto on April 21, 1836. It is 
also known as the Texas War of Independence. 

Republic of Texas The colonists in Texas declared their independence from Mexico and formed a  
separate, independent, sovereign nation that lasted from March 2, 1836 to Feb. 19, 1846. 

Republic A nation in which the power lies in the hands of the citizens who vote for officers and 
representatives responsible to them. A government in which the supreme power lies in a 
body of citizens who are entitled to vote for officers and representatives responsible for 
them. 

Texian  English-speaking Texans during Spanish and Mexican rule. 
Tejanos Spanish speaking settlers of Texas.  The Tejanos fought with Sam Houston’s troops against 

Santa Anna’s soldiers at the Battle of San Jacinto.  In modern times, the term is more 
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broadly used to identify a Texan of Mexican descent.  
Slave state A state of the United States in which slavery was legal before the Civil War. 
Annex To add a territory to an existing political body such as a country, state, or city. 
Manifest Destiny The 19th century doctrine or belief that the expansion of the U.S. throughout the American 

continent was both justified and inevitable. Basically, the Americans believed that 
Providence (God) granted them the right to take land by force, a course of action they felt 
was both obvious (manifest) and unavoidable (destiny).   

 
 
CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS: 
Before the performance: 

• Listen to recordings of brass music; for example, Canadian Brass, Empire Brass.  
• Find out what students already know about brass instruments, music by brass instruments, and how brass 

is made. 
• Ask:  Where in Texas have you visited?  What did you learn about that place?  If you could choose the 

“best place” in Texas to live, where would it be? 
After the performance: 

• Write, draw, tell, sing, dance, or act our your favorite part of the performance.   
• Practice one of the songs learned.  Teach it to someone else. 
 

 
Language Arts:  

• In small groups, design, lay out and write headlines and articles for the front page of a newspaper  
             about Texas historical battles and events.  Include news stories about the early settlers in Texas,  
             when Texas was an independent nation, and when it became a state in the United States 
             of America. Create a name for the newspaper and include pictures or sketches.  Post the  
             newspaper on your bulletin board.  
 

• Work with a partner to create a Celebrity Ball for Famous Texans.  Research, role play and create a 
resume, speech, and business card for a famous Texan. Choose your role, research your topic, make 
props, write a resume, and role play your famous Texan.  Then act as the Press Agent for your famous 
Texan.  Walk around, pass out business cards, mingle and sign autographs to promote your famous Texan.  
Write a review of the Celebrity Ball from the point of view of a society or lifestyle reporter. 

 
• Create a marketing sign!  Mexico gained its independence from Spain but needed money. The Mexican 

government hired land agents called empresarios that encouraged immigrants to settle in Tejas. How did 
Stephen F. Austin persuade immigrants from the United States to come toTejas? 

Ø Create a sign or an advertising flyer from 1823 that will persuade families to move from the 
United States to Tejas. Consider including the following information in your sign. 
ü Heads of families may purchase 177 acres for farming or 4428 acres for raising stock. 
ü Empresario fee is 12½ cents per acre. 
ü State fee is 30 dollars, to be paid within six years. 
ü Families must agree to convert to the Roman Catholic religion and abide by the laws of 

Mexico.  
ü Soil is ideal for planting cotton, sugar, and a variety of fruits and vegetables. 
ü Land is rich and beautiful and contains many resources. 

 
• Write a page from a personal journal from the point of view of a young immigrant to Tejas. The 

             journal entry should include: 
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ü How the young settler feels about the agreement his or her family made to follow. 
ü Mexico’s laws and religious beliefs. 
ü What it might be like to live near new people and cultures.  
ü How your family builds shelter, gathers and prepares food, and copes with illness. 

 
• Remember the Alamo!  The Texas militia volunteers of 182 men at the Alamo refused to surrender. They 

chose to fight and die for what they thought was right. Write about a time when you stood up for what 
you believed was right. 

 
• Write a letter from the point of view of a Texas frontier settler and from the point of view of a Mexican 

soldier during the Battle of the Alamo.  Exchange letters with a partner and discuss. 
 

• Runaway Scrape was the name Texans gave to the time when Antonio López de Santa Anna began his 
attempted conquest of Texas in February 1836.  People all over Texas began to flee from their homes, 
leaving everything, to make their way to safety. Pretend that you were a part of the Runaway Scrape.  
Create a diary with at least three entries describing life as a Texian or Tejano during the Runaway Scrape. 
Your diary entries should discuss: 

ü Where your home is located in Tejas. 
ü Why you left home. 
ü Where you are planning to go for safety. 
ü What you would take with you if you had to leave your home. 
ü The challenges of traveling across Tejas. 
ü The events that end the Mexican army’s threat to Tejas. 
ü How you learn that you may return.  

 
• Write a script to reenact one of the battles of the Texas Revolution such as the Battle of Gonzales, the 

Battle of the Alamo, or the Battle of San Jacinto.  Present the play to the class. 
 

• Write a story about a community of Native American Seminoles in Texas who sheltered an escaped 
African-American slave. 

 
• Create a legend about an interesting part of Texas history. 

 

• Create a Reader’s Theatre about a major event in Texas history.  Enact your project in your classroom or 
in the classroom of a younger grade level. 
 

• Create a poem about “Remember the Alamo!” 
 

• Select one of the heroes or heroines of the Texas Revolution and research information about this person.  
Write a biography of this person and display your biography by creating a “Hanger Person” * in the 
likeness of the hero/heroine. Present your work to the class and have other students guess who your 
hero/heroine is.  Include traditional figures and nontraditional figures from the Texas Revolution.  [* To 
create the “hanger person” use a wire  hanger, tagboard, and art supplies to make the historical figure come to life. 
Use a wire hanger to form the arms and shoulders of the person.  Add a head, torso and legs by using any available 
art materials (yarn for wigs, buttons out of brads) to make the hanger person resemble the hero/heroine as much as 
possible.] 

 
Math:  
 

• Geographically, Texas is made up of 268,581 square miles of land.  It has a population of 22,800,000 
people.  Be creative and make up several word problems using these figures as a base for your thinking.  
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Exchange problems with a partner and solve each other’s problems. 
 

• Republic of Texas Currency - In the early days of Texas, a variety of currencies served as cash, including 
Spanish and Mexican money. The so-called Texas "redbacks" were issued in 1839. The government 
printed over $2,000,000 in redbacks, which were initially worth about 37¢ to a U.S. dollar.  Use these facts 
to determine how much each of the following common items would cost in “Redback” dollars: 

Item Today’s Cost in U.S. Dollars  How many “Redback” Dollars would it 
take to buy the item? 

Hamburger $ 3.00  
Video Game $ 35.00  
Concert Ticket $ 50.00  
Bicycle $ 145.00  
Car $ 20,000.00  
House $ 150,000.00  

 

• Work in groups to find basic information about some important battles of the Texas Revolution.   
Create a chart to organize the battle information:  

Date of 
Battle 

Battle Site Texas Militia Mexican Army Battle 
Victor Total # of Soldiers Total # of Soldiers 

     
     
     

             Design a bar graph for each battle, using the color blue for the Texas Militia and red for the 
             Mexican Army.  Crunch the numbers to create word problems.  Exchange your problems with a 
             partner and solve each other’s problems.  
 

• Examine the population of the following Texas cities.  Arrange these cities in rank order from largest to 
smallest and from smallest to largest.  Create problems with “less than” (<) and greater than” (>). Also 
create addition and subtraction problems with the figures.  Exchange your problems with a partner and 
solve each other’s problems.  
 

Dallas              1,257,676 
El Paso                 674,433 
Houston         2,195,914 
Austin                  885,400 
San Antonio 1,409,019 
Fort Worth               792,727 

 

 
• Take a 7 day road trip with your friends through the Regions of Texas.  Decide what cities you want to visit 

and then look at a map of Texas to plan your route.  Write down what highways you will take.  Work with 
a partner to create a budget with an allocation of $5,000 for a round-trip journey by car. 

Ø Create a Vacation Expense Tracking Chart to record your spending. 
ü Use the map’s legend to determine how many miles between each city.   
ü Estimate the travel time between cities if the car goes 60 miles per hour.   
ü Determine how many hours you will travel each day. 
ü Calculate your gas mileage, food, hotel and entertainment costs. 

             Record every imaginary expense and purchase you make.  Share your project with the class. 
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Social Studies:  (Grades 3-12: Select grade appropriate lessons from activities below.) 
 

• Create a model of a suitcase that includes the things that settlers might have brought with them to Texas 
in the 1800s. Go on a “scavenger hunt” to find or create artifacts of common items used in that time 
period to put in your suitcase. Include descriptions of each item and the reasons why settlers would have 
brought them. Present your suitcase to the class and travel with your suitcase to another classroom to 
explain the artifacts and their significance to the students. 

 
• Create a “Texas History Museum.”  Include artifacts and exhibits for: 

ü “Come and Take It” –  Battle of Gonzales 
ü “Making a Stand” –  Battle of the Alamo  
ü Armaments and equipment used by the Mexican army 
ü Uniforms worn by the Mexican army 
ü Armaments and equipment used by the colonists 
ü Uniforms worn by the colonists 
ü The six flags that flew over Texas 
ü Texas facts 
ü Texas symbols 
ü Famous and Not-So-Famous Texans 

 
• Research one of the Native American societies that lived in Texas in the early 1800’s. Create a print or 

digital presentation that includes the following information about the community: 
ü Food 
ü Clothing 
ü Shelter 
ü Tools 
ü Location in Texas 
ü Interactions with other Native American communities 
ü Pictures  

 
 

• With a partner, create a “ Cause and Effect” chart to capture the history of the Indian Removal Act of 
1830 signed by President Andrew Jackson.  In a small group, discuss your facts and findings. 

 
• Make a sketch of the flag the Texians made at Gonzales.  Why do you think the Texians wrote, “Come and 

Take It” on the flag? 
 

• Create a Foldable Timeline with tabs that includes the following events. Google the events to find out 
what year each occurred.  Write the years on the front of the tabs and write the information underneath 
each tab. 

ü Nations that ruled over the territory:  Spain, France, Mexico. 
ü Stephen F. Austin led 300 families onto land granted to his father by the Mexican government. 
ü Battle of Gonzales – “Come and Take It.” 
ü Birth of Texas - Representatives from Texas formally declared their independence from Mexico.   
ü “Remember the Alamo!”– Santa Anna sieged the Alamo and crushed the Texans. 
ü Battle of San Jacinto - Sam Houston’s defeat of Santa Anna. 
ü Independent Republic. 
ü Joined the US as the 28th state. Seceded from the Union 
ü Became a Confederate State 
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• Create a storyboard of one of the battles of the Texas Revolution by drawing pictures of what happened 
from the point of view of a Texan. The storyboard should capture the causes and main events.  Use 
dialogue bubbles on the storyboard.  Create a second storyboard of this battle from the point of view of a 
Mexican soldier. 

 
• Create a flow chart that details the causes and effects of events in the Texas Revolution. 

 
• Research the Tejanos of the Texas Revolution.  Who were they? What did they do? How were they 

treated after the War for Texas Independence between Santa Anna’s troops and the group of Texan 
revolutionaries?  Discuss your findings in small groups. 

 
• If you could eat dinner with any famous Texian or Tejano– who would it be? Why would you choose that 

person? Discuss your ideas with a partner. 
 

• Create Texas History Bingo Cards. List facts such as names, places, dates, battles on the board. Randomly 
copy these facts in any order on your Bingo Card template.  Read the explanations for each fact out loud.  
Match the explanation to a word on your card and cover any matches with a marker.  The first one to get 
5 across, 5 down, or 5 diagonally calls “Bingo!” and gets to be the caller. 

 
• In 1840, the Republic of Texas passed legislation regarding free African Americans.  Read about the Law of 

February 5 that the Congress of the Republic of Texas passed.  Discuss your findings in small groups. 
 

• Learn what it was like to be a slave in Texas by reading the oral histories of former slaves collected by the 
WPA Writer’s Project of the 1930’s.  Share your thoughts in small group discussions. 

 
• Texas Escapes – make online postcards about 5 major cities in Texas.  Write a few critical facts in the blurb 

on the back of the postcard.  Email your postcards to your classmates. 
 

• Build a model of the Alamo from cardboard boxes.  Label it and include signs with historical information.  
Include notes on what went on inside and outside the Alamo during the war.  Create a Venn Diagram to 
compare and contrast the Alamo of 1836 with the Alamo of 2014.   

 
 

• Native Americans of Texas – With a partner, use Post-It notes to create a 4-tab foldable listing Native 
American communities of Texas and their characteristics: 
 

Front of Tabs: 
Native American 
Name:   
 

Native American Name:   Native American 
Name:   

Native American 
Name:   

Underneath each front tab: 
Home / Shelter: 
Location: 
Food: 
Government: 
Important Native 
American Leaders: 

Home / Shelter: 
Location: 
Food: 
Government: 
Important Native 
American Leaders: 

Home / Shelter: 
Location: 
Food: 
Government: 
Important Native 
American Leaders: 

Home / Shelter: 
Location: 
Food: 
Government: 
Important Native 
American Leaders: 

 
• Create a colorful brochure about the 4 regions of Texas: the Great Plains, the Mountains and Basins, the 

North Central Plains, and the Coastal Plains.  Which is the best region of Texas to live in? Why? Include 
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information about Economic Resources, Industry, Geography, Cities, Entertainment.  Don’t forget a map! 
 

• Imagine that it is 1845.  Consider whether you think Texas should remain a Republic or join the United 
States. 

ü Divide into two groups — those who think Texas should join the U.S. and those who think Texas 
should remain a Republic.  Each group prepares reasons for their choice. 

ü Hold a debate between the two groups. 
ü Create a chart that records each group’s reasons for joining the United States or for remaining a 

Republic. 
ü After all the evidence is presented, take a vote to determine how many students would join the 

United States and how many students would not. 
 

• Create a “Who Am I” game with the following historical figures in Texas history. Each game piece should 
have a brief description written in first person. 
 

James Butler Bonham               Jose' Antonio Navarro William B. Travis 
James Bowie Elisabet Ney Cynthia Ann Parker 
Emily West Lorenzo de Zavala Juan Seguin 
Erasmo Seguin Sarah Horton Cockrell Samuel McCulloch, Jr. 
David Ashworth Abner Ashworth Fanny McFarland 
Dohasan Martin Perfecto de Cos Chief Bowl - Duwali 
Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna Buffalo Hump José Francisco Ruiz 
Benjamin Lundy William Goyens Lone Wolf - Guipago 
Mirabeau B. Lamar Davy Crockett Susannah Dickinson 
Celia Allen Jose Toribio Losoya Henrietta King 
Lizzie Johnson Tamar Morgan Jane Wilkinson Long 
Sam Houston Santana-White Bear Person James W. Fannin 
Juan Nepomuceno Almonte Pahayoko MaryAnnDyer Goodnight 
Martin de León Antonio Padilla Enrique  Esparza 
George Childress Sidney Sherman Juan Antonio Padilla 
Carlos Espalier Plácido Benavides Vicente Filisola 
María Gertrudis Pérez Cordero 
Cassiano 

María del Carmen Calvillo Dona Patricia de la 
Garza de Leon 

Anson Jones   
 
 

• Select one of the historical figures from the “Who Am I” game to do role playing in your classroom.  Act 
out episodes in the life of this historical person. 

 
• "Manifest Destiny"  - In a small group, discuss the concept of “Manifest Destiny” and its positive and 

negative effects.  Create a T-Chart to list the pros and cons of “Manifest Destiny.”  Share your findings 
with the class. 

 
• Read about how slavery in Texas affected Texas’ annexation.  In a small group, discuss the issue of how 

slavery affected annexation and what impact Texas’ statehood ultimately had on the issue of slavery in 
the United States.   
 

• Mexican/Texan Talk-it-Out:  Discuss the causes of the Texas Revolution by participating in a debate 
between Texans and Mexicans.  Analyze primary source quotes and then create a dialogue between a 
Mexican and a Texan of that time period.  Include the Fredonian Rebellion, Decree of April 6, 1830, the 
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Affair at Anhuac, and the arrest of Stephen F. Austin in your discussion.   
 
 
 
Science:  
 

• Make a “4 door” notebook foldable about the 4 regions of Texas.   
ü Label the 4 “outside doors”:  Great Plains, Mountains and Basins, North Central Plains, 
                                                    Coastal Plains.   
ü On the inside, behind each “door,” list facts and interesting information about each region.  

Include information about landform, climate, vegetation, animals, habitats, and ecosystems. 
 

• Pretend you are an archeologist and dig up information about fossil finds in Texas.  Make a poster of your 
findings and share it with your class. 
 

• Cottonseed is considered a separate crop from cotton because of its distinctive uses.  The first cottonseed 
mill in Texas was built by Leonard Waller Groce in 1836 near Brenham, Texas. Groce used the oil to make 
soap and paint, lubricate machinery, and fuel lamps. Make a PowerPoint presentation about the many 
uses of cottonseed and present your project to the class. 
 

• Work with a partner to design a poster about the Bison and the many uses Native Americans found for all 
parts of the bison. 

 
 

Resources: 
Related Websites:  
Texas HIstory 
http://www.ushistory.org/us/29a.asp 
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/mpl01 
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/uma01 
http://www.cah.utexas.edu/texashistory/annex/index.php?s=2 
http://www.texasmilitaryforcesmuseum.org/history.htm 
http://www.historynet.com/battle-of-the-alamo 
http://thealamo.org 
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/mjtce 
https://www.tsl.texas.gov/treasures/index.html 
https://www.tsl.texas.gov/treasures/republic/currency-01.html 
http://education.texashistory.unt.edu/lessons/psa/Lone_Stars/index.html 
Historical Figures 
http://www.lsjunction.com/people/bowie.htm 
http://www.lsjunction.com/people/houston.htm 
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fza05 
http://www.tamu.edu/faculty/ccbn/dewitt/adp/history/bios/travis/travtext.html 
Cultures  
http://education.texashistory.unt.edu/lessons/primary%20source%20sets/NativeAmericanCultures_%20Pueblo_Pl
ains/index.html 
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http://www.texasranger.org/ReCenter/Indian_Rangers_Smith.html 
http://www.texasbeyondhistory.net/forts/indians.html 
http://www.banderacountytxhistoricalcommission.org/www.banderacountytxhistoricalcommission.org/Native_A
mericans.html 
https://www.tsl.texas.gov/exhibits/indian/intro/page2.html 
http://www.thestoryoftexas.com/explore/texas-history/african-americans 
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/slavery/resources/wpa.html 
http://www.texasslaveryproject.org/sources/LawsOfTexas/display.php?f=TSP0156.xml 
http://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/columnists/native-texan/article/Tejanos-played-key-role-in-Texas-
Revolution-5413847.php#/0 
http://www.houstonculture.org/hispanic/alamo.html 
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/pft07 
Science  
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Archaeological_sites_in_Texas 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paleontology_in_Texas 
General 
http://www.saisd.net/admin/curric/sstudies/handson.html#texas 
Related SmartBoard and Interactive Activities 
http://exchange.smarttech.com/details.html?id=4cabb41c-8097-4562-9291-847c88437c91 
http://exchange.smarttech.com/details.html?id=b40e8bde-dde6-49fe-8096-ae83da4b09b7 
http://exchange.smarttech.com/details.html?id=5b85dfbc-0347-46fe-8f86-ac107e7693ad 
http://exchange.smarttech.com/details.html?id=42a884f6-f7f9-4e1b-904b-e3c84feec042 
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ABOUT THE ARTIST: 
Since its formation in 1983, the Paragon Brass Ensemble has delighted audiences at home in Houston and across 
the country with programs of musical virtuosity and tremendous variety. The group was formed to appear at the 
Texas Renaissance Festival and made its formal concert debut in 1985 at the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston. Since 
then, the ensemble has performed hundreds of concerts annually and is especially noted for its versatility and 
unique repertoire. Through its association with Young Audiences, the Paragon Brass Ensemble has introduced 
thousands of children to classical music each year since 1985. The ensemble was nominated for the General 
Electric Artist Award for excellence in arts-in-education and performed for the national convention of Young 
Audiences in Kansas City. The quintet has offered its own concert series in Houston. Through the Texas 
Commission on the Arts, the Paragon Brass Ensemble has toured Texas, the Midwest and South, and has done 
outreach through its own Arts for the Elderly program. 
 
 


